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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR QF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE IV-
VESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
CHICAGO, SOUTH SHCRE AND SCUTH BEND RAILROAD AT
PAABONS, ILL., ON JANUARY 1, 1938

March 13, 1928,

To the Commission:

On January 1, 1928, there was a rear-end col-
lision between two passenger trains on the Chicazo, South
Shore and South Bend Railroad at Parsons, Ill., resulting
in the death of 1 employee and the anjury cof 4B passengers.
This accident was 1nvestigated i1n conjunction with a
representative of ths Commerce Commissicn of Illinois,

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the rail-
road extending between Chicago, Ill., and Gary, lad., 2
distance of 30.8 miles, 1n the i1mredicte vicinity of the
poiat of acecident this is a double-track electric liane,
over whlch trains are operated by tize—table and train
orders, no Ydbck-signal system vbernsz 1a use. Under a ©1ae-
table rule, trains mnvin> i1n the seme direction are re—
gquirecd to keep at least three minutes apart, except 1n
closing up at statinans. The accident oocurred about 900
feet east of 130th Street, near the station at Parsons, a
suburb of Chicago; approaching this point from the west
the track i1s tangent for more taan 1 mile, followed by a
3° curve to the Ieft about 1,900 feet in length, the acei-
dent occurring on this curve at a point about 1,800 feet
from 1te western end. The grade 1s level, Except for a
Yine of poles on the inside of the curve, the view approach-
1ng Parsons 13 unobstructed for a distance of about 2,000
feet, although from that distance 1t can not be definitely
determined upon which track a train 1s standing. KD tele-
graph office, of the Michigan Central Rollrood, 18 located
Just south c¢f the tracks of the Chicazo South Shore ond
South Bend Railroad and about 100 feet east of the western
end of the curve on which the accident occurred.

The weather was clear and cold at the time of the
accident, which occurred at about 3.05 p.m.
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Description

Fastbound first-closs passenger troin No., 17 con-—
sisted or motor 13 and trailer 203, bota of siteel construc-
tion, and was in ch-rge of Conductor Fargquhar -nd Motorman
Fowers. It left Raandolph Street, Chicago, 2t 2 p.m , on
time, but after proceeding a short distance 1t was de-
layed by motor trouble and assistance was reguested, the
trouble cleared up before assistance arrived, however, ~nd
the train proceeded. It left Kensington, 2.2 milcs from
Forsons, at 3 p.n,, 37 minutes late, wos flageed in the
1ruwediztie vaicinlty of KD telegrovh office, 2nd thon moved
ahead and was brought to a stop a short distonce bcaind
troin No. 71, the motor of .hicn hod become disobled
while standing 2t the station ot Porsons.

Eastbound second-class passenpcer traian No, 73
cengisted of motors 10, 14 and 102, o011 of steel construc—
tion, ond was 1n charge of Conducter Ritchie ond Motorman
Stafford; motors 10 2nd 14 had »cen sent oat for thc purpos
of assisting trains Neos, 71 and 17. Trzin No. 73 dsparted
from Kensington at 3.03 p.m., cight minutes late cnd only
two minutes behind trommNo. 17, passed the flagutn of that
train, and collided witn tae rsar end of troin No. 17 while
traveling at a spced variously estimated to have boen be-
tween 15 and 50 mailes per hour.

Trzain No. 17 was driven ahead and anto tne recw
of troin No. 71,%the rcar end of the trzoiler of tiin No.
17 cominzg to rest about 275 feat in advance of vacre 1t wos
standing when the accidsnt oecurred, separated Iroam the
teod end of tr-in No. 73 by a distonce of - poroxu.otely
180 feet. The last parr of wheels of the rear truck of
the trailer 1n troain Bo. 17 were the oanly whaols to be d=-
ro1led, Motor 10 in train No. 73 had 1ts froant vestibule
demolished and the motor caught fire, this train ' os moved
back to Kensinghon, in an eadeavor to have the ITire es-—
tinguished, but 211 of the motor was consumed witih tace
emeeplion of 1ts stecel frawevork, Moany of the seats 1n
the first two trains were torn loose, the reor vestibule
of the trailer was demolisaed ~and the cars were otier-
wise damapged, The enployee killed was the motoriicnm of
train No, 73.
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Sumrary ol evidaenco

Coanductor Guyer, of t:01a To, 71, s.id he hod
relievad Collector Clou.h of the dvvy of flagging, on
account of the extrowe cold, ~nd Colieccuvor Clouzh tacn
went to KD 4elegroph oifice to get worm., WNacn s2-ir No.
17 approached, Conductor Guyo:r flogged 1% fromn a point
near the western end of the curve, the triin glowed doun
ond Conductor Cuyer and Collector Glougn coarded 1t and
rcde on 1t until 2% was brougnt to a stop a fov foot be-
hind trein Ne. 71. It wos the 1atention to hove ti-in
Fo. 17 couple to the roear of 4$rain Yo, 71 put bofoic tnis
could be done Conductn: Gayer heard tne motormnoa of triin
No. 73 mund the -/rnistle, apvareavly fors the ciossiar 2t
120th Strect, Conduactor Guver tien wallrced cocross toc
track and saw traian No. 73 rhoen it cwie visnin siont,
moviar at o specda of about 45 or 50 milcs per hour.
Realizing thot o collisioa “ag imrlacat, he shouted o
waralag of Jdanger, tae accident occurring shortly -fuer-
wards, at waica t1-e the gpecd of trhin Wo, 73 s adout
40 miles per hour, Conductor Guver further stated thot
when he gave the narning of danger he sag Collector Payne,
of ticin Ne. 17, who hed zone Wack te flag, abouat o pole
length east of 130th Strect, but he did nov hezr tnz
motorman ol train No. 73 ansrar the floggiug sigacls of
Collecctor Poyne, ond he uas not able to say vhoetaer the
a1r brokes on train No. 73 wer~ ~pnlicd. Coadactor Guyer
estimated that *treai1a No. 17 had oaly been gtandiang -z
minute or £o Jhen tac zccident occurrced.

Collector Clouza, of tvoin No, 71, st -sed toot
woen train No. 17 was flawged by Conductor Guys™ ho went
out of KD telegraph office and peoarded the rear cad of the
first car, and thot Collector Payne, of troin Woo 17, got
of f about half—wny betwesan 130%h Strect and Pavsong, thile
treia No. 17 wos 2p motion, and starsed back o flg,
Golloctior Gleugh di- ot he~r the motoxman of tr.ia Yo, 73
sound any whistle sional when 1t approached, 2cia” 11
betneen trains Mos. 71 and 17 preparatory Lo cot.pliay then
together,

Motorman Povers, of train XNo., 17 s:1d that his
train was proceedirg ot 2 spezd of about 45 or 570 milcs
per hour when 1t was Tlogzed 1n the vicinity of XD telegrapn
office and that he slowed down and picked up Conauctor Guyer
-nd Gollec%or Clougn, of triin No. 71, 2nd ceatriaued nround
the curve at a specd of betnezn 10 and 15 miles per hour.
On reacnlng a, po-ni about tarse pole lengins from the rear
of train Wo. 71, while train No. 17 wnon still 14 wotieor,
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lictorman Ponors saictled out o flag and then biouzht traip
No., 17 tco o stor ‘omut 5 feet beniad train No., 71. Motor-
man FPowers +ﬂcn 20t g0, ¢ yound and staried nhend
to find Motorian Fr% “rg quﬂprf Sacded only about balf
the distance tetucen t“c motormen's coupartments of the
twe trains wker he heard Coaductor CGuye:r snou* 2 WA TAINg
of danger, Motorwar Porecrs turacd around aand sar train
No. 75 comiag around the curve at o speced of aboat 40
miled per hour, close to 130.r Street, al which cilae
Collector Payne wrs giving step sipaals fron 2 poiant

Just east of 130th Street. He taought the accideant oeccurr-
ed not more thlia ore and one-half ninutes after troit No,
17 had been brought to a stop. Motormn Fosers furtaer
gtated tnat ths air brakes oo ars traiun hod been tegued

at the Randelph Strasd terwinal nnd that ne could ot
comminln & to the way i1n —ii1ca they operated on thnis
trio ocny mre thar thal 1ce and snow on the btroke sh-~es dad
not nermit the t~king of aay extre ch.ces, Notoruaca
Fowers alse said tnat he could aet t211 whether the azr
brakoes Wb*@ apnlied ocn train No., 73 prior to th: zccident,
he did not henr ony squeaking »f the hizkes ot That tinse,
but e could sec that tae specd ol tne trara hal becn
checked S0 soae cxcent, eat1m°u1“~ 1t to hove boor. Loout
15 "1les wer anur ot the ciwe of the accident., Afber

the accident Motorwan Povers veat kack as far xs 120th
Street, lookiun, at the rails, but he snad thot toasre was
nc 1adication of the wheols naving been sliding.

amar, of triin Fe., 17, fhought his

Conductor Far
irgton at 2,57 p.u., °ond s21d thot wien

2
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train lelt Kens
neorng Poreons flag was whisgtled cut and Collector

ayne dropnea off and started back to flig before his train
caune to -~ 2top. Juat aftex tn“ t1710 stopped Conaductor
Guyer, of trzin Nc. 71, shouted @ wrorning of drager and
Conductar Farguhar, /ho taen vas stordirg on the station
platforn, leoked back and saw Collector Payne gotag orck

a8 ropidly as wassinle, walle tizoin o733 nod about rercioed
the western end of the curve, travelirg 2t a speed of about
50 miles per Aour; Collector Payre wac then just eost of
130th Strect, piving stop signals yith his flag, Conductor
Farquoar hecrd traxzn ¥o, 73 whistle for the strect croscing
but did aot henr the stop signals 2aswerced, and said that
he dia nnt thiak there was any great reduction 1n tas speecd
of train Ne, 73 pri-r tn the occurrence »f the accident,
abouat onz ranute after his own trrin had come to o asopn,
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It further gpocared fr~1 C-onductor Ferquaarls stoto-ents
that whilec at Fensiagton he was rofnremed thet troin Ne. 71
was disabled at Pars~as, he gave tris i1afoerrotion to Motor-
1an Fowers but soi1d he did oot infora Collector Poyne
because he waos not nositive troin No. 71 wouold he found 2t
Parscns,

Collector Paync, of traia No, 17, Xnew that troin
No. 73 was following hiig own train clnsely, having flagged
1t ot Kensington., After hig train departed froo Keasington,
e took up two ticketas {rom Passengers Wit had gottzanon
at that point ond ae sa21d he taen went back to the rcor ond
opered the dorr and trap, ond placed his flagzing eguiprient
consisting of flag, fuseec ani torped-oes, on the floor, Tae
train reduced speed when apornoching Parsons and 0.1look—
ing aheaid Collectaz Payue noticed that the fluagnoa ol sonc
other train was bzsig vwicked up by his swn train.Tue spe.d
then was 1ancreased, but shortly afterwords, -drle t 1a Ho.
17 was traveling ot a sneed nf betucen 10 and 15 .u1les por
hrur, he heard the mrtornan sound the /hrstle sige 1 coll-
1ag for flag protecti~n and he at once got »ff -ad storted
back tovards train Mo, 73, Conllectrr Payne snid tact 215
own train procecdec taree pnle-lenotos fro1 wiere ae gov
off aznd that he had gone back abrut tbo additisanl poloe-
lengths, the poles being spaced 100 feet apart on T..8 curva,
whern Be saw traia -, 72. He ccocutinued runni.s to v orads
train o, 73 until 1t wos close to him and ftacen steppec off
the track, on the notnrnients side, coatiaviag t~ -ive stop
cisnals frow a poit just east »f 130t: Street crowsing ond
about 750 feot from the reor of 2is osn troin.CHhllcctor
Pryne sa1d tlhot he saw a part of lioter 2r Stafforli's hend
through that part of tae sindov fror which the frost Liad
been cleaned off, 2 space about 4 x 8 1acnes 1n s1z¢, 2:od
thot tac motorman was looking toward the coath,. C-llector
Payne sard that as train No, 73 crnssed 180ta Strect tae
notrroan turned around and 80w ki1, and e thoughit the
antorann lonked as if Le were frig.teacd., W.en troin N,
73 passzed hin, at 2 speex of about 45 11¢9 per acur, thore
waeg no i1ndigation that the 21ir brakes 2ad been apnlaad,

Conductrr Ritchie, of train Ne. 73, stated that
just as his lroin was 2brut to lenve Randolol Strect as
a4 one—car troin he was notified thot t:o rore notors were
to be coupled to the troian, cduc to the ract thot troin No,
17 vas disabled at 12th Strect and tra2in No. 71 -val disabl
ot Kensincton; tne tun extra 1votsrs wers to be used 1o
oss1at thrse trailns provaded tocy <1l not beerrc onorative



before troin No. 73 rezcred the~, Conductor Ritchie said
that ne notificd liotorarn St-fford s to the situation,
Approacining 13th Strezv, Conductor Ritchie sav tr 1n No.

17 pallircg »ut and he therzfore went foreard to the motor-
man's compartment ard called Motor an Stafford's attrontion
to the fact that tr-ia Mo, 17 waz golag and 1n coaversation
with the motorman 1t wos asrccd tnot trein No. 17 probably
wouvld sheove train No., 71 imto clerw, After departing from
Kcensington at about 3.C3 p.m. the troia procecded 2t the
normal cpezd, abont 40 or 45 riiles per honr, he aeawrd the
whistle sounded for 130tk Street ond tne first 1atiaation
he hod of anytning, rrong was W e felt a service 2pplicn-
tion of the air-br-kes os tue traia zppreoacicd Prrsors, His
train then jos a%er'®w at 130t Stract, and on lookiag out on
the left sid: of the ¢nn 1n wnicn ne wan ridizg, he saw o
troin gtondiceg on the curve but covld unt defiaileely deter—
mine Jacther 14 was train Wo. 17 or a trzia stoadliags o2 tac
weotoonnd trock; the accidant occurred abeout 10 scconds
after the air brokes had beea apolied, at whica tise tic
gpeed wac about 40 miles per hour. Conductor Ritcole furtnsr
gtoted thet the brokes on train Mo, 73 were tusted at
Randelph Street and taot 211 gtatica steps down to cad in—
cludias Kecasiagton wara made porfectly, and as far os
knew the air brakes fuanctinaned prolerlyv. It zlso cp.exred
from nrs stotencats t1t wien o2 woe in the mofor.an's
corpartment ot Koensington he noticed tiwt the 1.doas wore
covered w1ty frogt and Lhat o smoll space 0d b2 clered
of frowt 1a crdar to ensble th2 mobtormun tn £ec al.tlrw,

The state ants of Collector Miller, of train No, 735, broigat
out nothins wdditionnl of 1oart.once.

Operator Woard, of the Miechigrn CGentr 1 Roilrocod,
on duty at XD telegreph office, gioted that —oen Cooductor
Guyer wog picked up by train Mo, 17, Colleccor Pavac 1nvked
out frem the rzar ond of that troin but thrt the collector
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stopped 1n back of train No, 71. Thre collecthr taen started
back to flag, ond COperotor Word said that ae rent oack be-
twecn three and frur ponle-lenptas ond goave 8trp s1g0.ls to
the motorman of tmin Mo, 73, unicel signals the operator
s21d wore acknowledmed. Apparently tae brokes were opplied
at the soue tive, but the spred of traia Ko. 73 appears

to have beea reduccd »nly to a silimgnt cxtent pilor to the
accidant, nd Operator Ward expressed tae oplnica that the
wheels werz sliding.

Zngineer of Cor Equipmens Otias stoted tant tac
alr-brike equiprent o the wmoter cors 15 conapcted To the
naster—-cortenller Londle by aswns of o nilot ~1r vRIVe 1n
shorld 1he operatorts aand be re wved fror
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it
tne waster—-controller aandle, ths tandle will augn otically
g0 tn tae raiscd pooitiom, cnusiaz the povwer to be chut olf
and the gir brakes to be oapplicd 1n emocrgency.
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Jonelusions

Thig a~:1denc wes cavsed by the failurs of Con~
ductor Farcuhar and Collectos Payne, of iraia Ko. 17, to
cliford proper pralecliyn to the rewr end of Lheir train,
«nd by the Toilure of LWotoruarn 8trviforl, of troin No.o 73,
to maintiia a proper wasch ol the tracl chead of nis troin.,

Buik Conducieor Faryuhar nad Ccollector Pyne Lnew

tuat tecin do. 73 was behaind their traia at Kensington,
Znd 1a vieg of the focl thov no block-signal system was
112 use 1n the vicirity of tne poiat of ccecid=nt znd that
followiag mnove eats weic required under the rulez to be
spce2d oalwy tare: windtes ap.rt, 10 was 0DVioaSly nooessaly
that Collec.oor Puyae laave his trainomd go back as quickly
s he covld in order to provide such protection as woo pPOS—
87ble nund=r tn2 oxisting opsr.tion conlitioans, Collector
P-yaz, howevor, dit ot get orf wien the train reduced
spced for the purpese of piciiiag up tre flagnen of the pre-
cediag traia, bub according e 21s own sititenent he rennin-
€d on thoe vr.i1a nntil it had aenrly roached tne porzt ot
which the accadent aftcerwzrde occuircd, 2t wnich time a
whistle sigrncl weos somded For hars to protoct toe ticia
ard he thon got off and started buck to flaz., In view
of the bigh rates of smeed ~t waich these fHraians are
oper.ted, the close he~cway vormitted, the fet thav he
knew train No. 7% wis i1rmediztaly ben.nd hig troan, oad
the weether coiditions existing which resulted 11 vardows
being covared nth frost so -z %o interfere wateri 1ly
71th the vier, 21 was incuabcnt oa Collector Poyne 1o
gxercise unusual diligence 2 order o provide protection
for his tran., Hoa e gotten off when his tr.ia reduced
specd Tor the ourpese of pickias up the flagron ol fae
tr2in aherd, he could hirve zone ©ock [r enough to acve
provided ammle flag protectica. The Michigen Centrac
orerator, howvever, sz.a thit Colicector Pryne dil not get
off until his tr.1a0 had come to ~ stop ot tho point
whore tas ~ccrdent occurrcd, 1f this actually was the
croe toaen wre foualure of Collector Payne to use due
dilimcace wrs even more pronounced. Ceonductor Forgiihe:o
kacw that his Sroin woe apt tote delaved at Parsons,
and he also knew that Collector Puyne Lad not had o great
2ol of exvericace; thesc circuretoaces shovld hove
rrompted nim So be particulerly corztul about waraing
Collector Poyne to get off at tne poirat wshere toe flaguan
of the preceding trilr was plcged up. He wos primorily
responsiole for the protecticn of his train °nd urder
21l the circumstonces 2t 18 Sclicved he 13 equally at
T-ult witli Collactor FPoyna,



-

No dafinite reason coald be cscrrtoined for the
farlure of Motormon Stofford to bring ais tmin to a stop
1n tirme to vrevent the cceident. All the evidence indi-
cated 1hot the arr brakes on the tr-i. were 1n 2ood
woTkl «7 order, while the viev arovad the curve aoe such
that ne could have zsscn vhe teo trains ahead for o distance
of abrut 3,000 feef,althicugh he could net then aave de-
termined on whica track those troins were standing. On
the other hand, heweve:r, the evidence 1adicated thol the
windo 8 on the e¢rds of the cois wers covered 7ith frosot,
irterfering wita toe viev, and tonot Motorman Stafford
apparently had hed to dear away tnis frost from a small
gpace 0N 115 WiINGowW 80 o5 to saablc him to hove a view
of vlie trwck ans 4 of his trcia. To what cxtent thig
conditinn provented haiw froam serirg the flagnan of troan
o, 17, or tle re-r end of tLg tri1a 1tselr, 13 o matier
of conpeciure, ot thc faet zeomand thoat 1D 1z Tound
nis view woo ~otcrially obscurced he should have roduced
gpe~a acsordingly. In eirtaer evelrt, 11 seenms clear taod
he Jad not real-ze that theic g5 donger ol an accident
until within o co.prratively santt distanece of the re-r
end of trairn §o, 17, ond 1t wos then too late %o avert the
accicent.

Had an adequote block-siganl system been 11 use
oa whis lirne, this nccad-nt prooably wouildl Lov LovVe
ozmecurrsd, an adequnrie auwsomatic train stop or troin control

device vwoild nave vrevented 1t,

None of #he enployees 1 volved had been nglluty 1in
viclation of any of tae provisions of the hours of scr-
Tice tav, the motorwen and coaductor of troin Mo, 78 hod
be~n on duty ont 51 minutes ofitor hoaviang been off duty
rmore thatma 17 nours, Coallector Poyvae was cmploved on July
1, 1237, vhile =11 of tnc other ewnployees invnlved aad becen
1n trne gorvice for perinds ran_irz foom 1 oyear and 7 months
to rore than 19 yero.

Respecctfully suprnitted,
7. P. B0RLATD,

Director,



